The National Strategy for Pandemic Influenza
Preparing for a pandemic requires the leveraging of all instruments of national power, and coordinated
action by all segments of government and society. Influenza viruses do not respect the distinctions of race,
sex, age, profession or nationality, and are not constrained by geographic boundaries. The next pandemic
is likely to come in waves, each lasting months, and pass through communities of all size across the nation
and world. While a pandemic will not damage power lines, banks or computer networks, it will ultimately
threaten all critical infrastructure by removing essential personnel from the workplace for weeks or
months.
This makes a pandemic a unique circumstance necessitating a strategy that extends well beyond health
and medical boundaries, to include the sustainment of critical infrastructure, private-sector activities, the
movement of goods and services across the nation and the globe, and economic and security
considerations. The uncertainties associated with influenza viruses require that our Strategy be versatile,
to ensure that we are prepared for any virus with pandemic potential, as well as the annual burden of
influenza that we know we will face.
The National Strategy for Pandemic Influenza guides our preparedness and response to an
influenza pandemic, with the intent of (1) stopping, slowing or otherwise limiting the spread of
a pandemic to the United States; (2) limiting the domestic spread of a pandemic, and mitigating
disease, suffering and death; and (3) sustaining infrastructure and mitigating impact to the
economy and the functioning of society.
The Strategy will provide a framework for future U.S. Government planning efforts that is consistent with
The National Security Strategy and the National Strategy for Homeland Security. It recognizes that
preparing for and responding to a pandemic cannot be viewed as a purely federal responsibility, and that
the nation must have a system of plans at all levels of government and in all sectors outside of
government that can be integrated to address the pandemic threat. It is guided by the following principles:
•
•
•
•
•

The federal government will use all instruments of national power to address the pandemic threat.
States and communities should have credible pandemic preparedness plans to respond to an
outbreak within their jurisdictions.
The private sector should play an integral role in preparedness before a pandemic begins, and
should be part of the national response.
Individual citizens should be prepared for an influenza pandemic, and be educated about individual
responsibility to limit the spread of infection if they or their family members become ill.
Global partnerships will be leveraged to address the pandemic threat.

To find out more click here to view the National Strategy for Pandemic Influenza.

